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Last Name: Kapsch

First Name: Danny
Title:

Engineering Technician, Private Property Retrofits

Institution:

City of Portland, BES

Institution Type:

Municipality

Mailing Address:

1120 SW 5th Ave, Room 1000

State:

City:

Portland

Phone:

(503) 823-5956

Email:

daniel.kapsch@portlandoregon.gov

Website:

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/61504

Education:

Ph.D:

OR

Zip Code:

97204

Click green space to upload photo

MS:

Environmental Science and Engineering

BS:

Physics

Which platforms do you use (select all that apply):
Slack Trello Base Camp One Drive Google Drive Drop Box
Short Bio:

I have been working for the City of Portland for almost 12 years, specifically with private property
owners providing stormwater technical assistance advice. The last 8 years have been with the
Private Property Retrofit Program. This program partners with private property to install green
stormwater solutions such as rain gardens in concert with larger capital sewer improvement
projects. These installations help reduce flows and influence public improvements.
What are your agency or community's greatest environmental challenges:

Stormwater infrastructure and the impacts of urbanization, including stream impacts such
as water quality and flow, and combined sewer overflows and local sewer capacity issues.
What are the major knowledge gaps/scientific questions that need to be answered to address these
environmental challenges?

The questions around these issues tend to be more service oriented rather than
specific to environmental challenges. My group is always looking for new and
innovative ways to manage stormwater at the source and reduce the negative
impacts urbanization can have on local streams, sewer systems and wildlife.
What successes has your agency/community had with green infrastructure when addressing these challenges?

The PPRP program has been a huge success with installations of rain gardens,
stormwater planters and other GI to address sewer capacity issues, in concert with
private property. BES has also had successes with green street installations for
public runoff from streets and roads. Part of the success of the PPRP program is
with private property partnerships, the maintenance burden for stormwater facilities
is shared with the community--reducing the long-term cost of GI maintenance.
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