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Short Bio:

Mr. Willis is an Associate Professor with Oregon State University Extension. He holds a Master of Science in Biology
and Teaching from Portland State University. Prior to joining the Extension Service, he was the Science Education
Program Manager at the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry, the Executive Director a 725 acre wildlife preserve
located in northern Oregon, and a high school classroom science teacher. He has developed and implemented a wide
range of STEM programs for pre-service and in-service teachers. His work and research specializes in natural resource
programming, place-based/community-based education, STEM, and volunteer programming/management.

What are the greatest urban environmental challenges in your discipline/area of expertise?

Traffic, gentrification, and a focus on growth of the built environment with less
consideration of natural capital.

What are the major knowledge gaps/scientific questions that need to be answered to address these
environmental challenges?

What systems/examples/processes are out their that have shown success in a
community decision process that recognizes the need and balance of the triple
bottom line; i.e.: Healthy People, Healthy Economy, Healthy Planet. How to better
engage citizens in the community planning process.

What types of green infrastructure do you have experience with and/or study?

Green Infrastructure Tools from the Green Infrastructure Center, Green
Infrastructure Planning Curriculum Guide, the South Puget Sound Green
Infrastructure planning document.
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