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Short Bio:

Sarah Whitney is a landscape architect with over 20 years experience designing ecologically sensitive landscapes. The last 4 years, she has
managed the Urban Waters and Wildlife Program for the Long Tom Watershed Council (LTWC), focusing on Trout Friendly Landscapes which
entails working closely with commercial and industrial businesses to voluntarily install green stormwater infrastructure and other water quality
improvement strategies. Prior to working with LTWC, Sarah was the principle instructor for the Water Conservation Technician Program at Lane
Community College after closing the muti-disciplinary firm Habitats Inc which she co-founded and was the principle landscape designer for 13
years. Sarah has a professional degree in Landscape Architecture from the University of Oregon, and a Fine Arts Management Degree from the
University of Long Island at Southampton. She is also a Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead and a Sustainable Building Advisor.

What are the greatest urban environmental challenges in your discipline/area of expertise?

Designing green infrastructure that is easy to maintain such that it remains effective
and aesthetically pleasing in the long term

What are the major knowledge gaps/scientific questions that need to be answered to address these
environmental challenges?

1. Strategies for removing sediment prior to entering the soil and plant component of the facility,
especially for those that accept stormwater through sheet flow as opposed to a single point source.
2. Shade loving plants for stormwater facilities for when shrubs and trees are established, or initially
shady conditions (natives preferred).

3. Re-evaluate the need for gravel under stormwater facilities.

What types of green infrastructure do you have experience with and/or study?

| have designed and overseen the construction and long term maintenance of: green
roofs, retention & detention ponds, swales, raingardens, level spreaders, rain water
harvesting systems, and stormwater planters.
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